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HO 353 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Files from the
Home Office WEM (War Emergency Matters) symbol series, dealing with police 
involvement in civil defence arrangements and war planning. From 1947, 
responsibilities for the matters dealt with in this series lay with various 'F' 
Divisions in the Home Office Police Department. In 1970, the responsibilities were 
assumed by F6 Division: that Division became part of the Fire and Emergency Planning
Department in 1984, and in July 1989 was re-named EP Division.

1984

HO 353/1 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Post-war 
organisation of civil defence: memoranda; minutes of meeting; draft memorandum to 
Central Conference of Chief Constables.

1947

HO 353/2 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Mobile civil 
defence forces: Civil Defence Joint Planning Staff (CDJPS) proposals to establish 
Civil Defence Corps mobile columns; use of mobile police reinforcements.

1950

HO 353/3 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Unexploded 
bombs: reporting and control procedure.

1952

HO 353/4 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Measures to 
ensure due functioning of vital war industries: memorandum by chairman of Civil 
Defence Joint Planning Staff (CDJPS).

1952

HO 353/5 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Operational 
bases for mobile elements of the Civil Defence Corps: report of Working Party on 
Civil Defence Depot Areas; drafting of memorandum.

1959

HO 353/6 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Draft Defence 
(Public Security) Regulations: Home Office consideration.

1952

HO 353/7 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Procedure for 
speedy removal of security suspects from key points in time of emergency.

1967

HO 353/8 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police war 
instructions and memorandum: revisions.

1961

HO 353/9 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police war 
instructions: revisions.

1970

HO 353/10 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Central 
Conference of Chief Constables, Police War Duties Committee: establishment, 

1954



composition and terms of reference; minutes and papers.
HO 353/11 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Central 

Conference of Chief Constables, Police War Duties Committee: minutes and papers.
1949

HO 353/12 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Central 
Conference of Chief Constables, Police War Duties Committee: minutes and papers.

1958

HO 353/13 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police mobile 
training column: role in times of civil emergency or unrest; use at Aberfan 
disaster.

1973

HO 353/14 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police 
experimental mobile column: regional reports. With enclosures.

1961

HO 353/15 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Home Office 
War Book: draft.

1964

HO 353/16 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Measures to be
taken in an emergency to restrict employment of certain individuals in key points: 
discussion with Security Service.

1953

HO 353/17 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Possible 
wartime evacuation of Channel Islands: discussion with Channel Islands governments.

1951

HO 353/18 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Home Office 
War Book: draft revisions.

1952

HO 353/19 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Postal and 
telecommunications censorship between the UK and Eire, the Channel Islands and the 
Isle of Man in the event of war: drafting of emergency regulations.

1956

HO 353/20 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Regional 
chiefs of police designate: meeting at Home Office on 12 August 1948.

1948

HO 353/21 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police 
representation at Civil Defence Group and Area Controls in war-time.

1959

HO 353/22 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Boundaries of 
civil defence zones.

1950

HO 353/23 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Regional 
police commanders: directive on war-time functions.

1959

HO 353/24 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Working Party 
on [Civil Defence] Depot Areas: terms of reference.

1958

HO 353/25 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
Protected Areas and Protected Places during World War II.

1948

HO 353/26 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Designation of 1953



department premises at Key Points.
HO 353/27 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key points: 

closure of roads in wartime.
1954

HO 353/28 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Recall of former police officers for service in war.

1961

HO 353/29 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Exemption from recall to armed forces for serving and former police officers
with reservist liabilities: proposals.

1963

HO 353/30 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Short term planning: meetings of Police War Duties Committee and Regional 
Fire Commanders Designate, 1961.

1961

HO 353/31 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Police War Duties Manual.

1964

HO 353/32 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Working Party of Chief Constables on Police War Duties Publications.

1964

HO 353/33 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Law and order: offences and penalties in war-time.

1967

HO 353/34 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Home Office 
responsibility for postal and telecommunications censorship.

1953

HO 353/35 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Channel 
Islands: food supplies in war-time.

1954

HO 353/36 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Transfer of 
prisoners in war-time from Great Britain to Isle of Man and Northern Ireland.

1951

HO 353/37 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Conferences of
Regional Directors of Civil Defence: agendas and minutes 1960-1963.

1963

HO 353/38 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Working Party 
on Police Aspects of New [Civil Defence] Control System.

1966

HO 353/39 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Procedures 
within a sub-regional control.

1967

HO 353/40 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police mobile 
columns and ad hoc columns: organisation and functions.

1971

HO 353/41 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
byelaws for protected places.

1967

HO 353/42 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Working Party 
on Civil Defence Training Equipment: 1967 Report.

1971



HO 353/43 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Billeting of troops: responsibility of police in war-time.

1967

HO 353/44 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Provision of a home defence force in post-attack situation.

1967

HO 353/45 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Police War Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; 
papers and minutes of meetings 1966-1968.

1968

HO 353/46 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Police War Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; 
papers and minutes of meetings 1969-1972.

1972

HO 353/47 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Police War Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; 
papers and minutes of meetings 1962-1974.

1975

HO 353/48 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. POLICE WAR 
DUTIES. Police War Duties Manual: 1971 revision.

1980

HO 353/49 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
information to chief constables about amendments.

1972

HO 353/50 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
information to chief constables about amendments.

1980

HO 353/51 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
re-allocation of Home Office staff responsibilities.

1970

HO 353/52 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
Working Party on Identification of Installations.

1970

HO 353/53 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Manual: revision 1971-1978.

1978

HO 353/54 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee meeting 10 March 1971: review of mobile columns and liaison with 
military.

1971

HO 353/55 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Key Points: 
protection arrangements.

1981

HO 353/56 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Deployment of 
police manpower in wartime emergencies.

1978

HO 353/57 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Dispersal of 
works of art in times of war: route plan.

1973

HO 353/58 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Requisitioning 1983



of petrol stations in wartime emergencies.
HO 353/59 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Firearms for 

police forces during war and peacetime.
1982

HO 353/60 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; papers and minutes of 
meetings 1974-1977.

1977

HO 353/61 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; papers and minutes of 
meetings 1978-1979.

1979

HO 353/62 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties: training.

1969

HO 353/63 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Working Party 
on Air Reconnaissance for Civil Defence: report.

1967

HO 353/64 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties: boundaries; new police areas following Government proposals for local 
government reorganisation in England and Wales, 1971. With maps.

1973

HO 353/65 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Civil Defence 
Act 1948: amendment or revocation of Orders and Regulations following the 
disbandment of the Civil Defence Corps and Auxiliary Fire Service.

1968

HO 353/66 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Civil Defence 
Circulars: consolidation of circulars 1948-1967.

1969

HO 353/67 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: letter of thanks to Sir Arthur Young, a member of the Committee, 
from the Chairman of the Committee on Young's retirement.

1971

HO 353/68 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: agendas and minutes of meetings.

1981

HO 353/69 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Working Party 
on Police Probationer Training, including civil defence and war duties.

1973

HO 353/70 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties: training.

1979

HO 353/71 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Sub-Committee of the Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; 
Standard Force War Book; Police Manual of Home Defence.

1975

HO 353/72 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police war 
duties: Special Constabulary and local community volunteers.

1984



HO 353/73 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police war 
duties: revision of 'Police Manual of Home Defence'.

1982

HO 353/74 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 8-9 April 
1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/75 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meeting on 30 June 1981,
minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/76 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meeting on 27-28 July 
1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/77 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meeting on 7 October 
1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/78 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meetings on 21 and 30 
October 1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/79 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meeting on 30 November 
1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/80 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers; meeting on 21 December 
1981, minutes and papers.

1981

HO 353/81 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police war 
duties: arming the police in wartime.

1982

HO 353/82 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Central 
Conference of Chief Constables: Police War Duties Committee: meeting on 25 January 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/83 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Central 
Conference of Chief Constables: Police War Duties Committee: meeting on 18 November 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/84 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: Working Group on 
Training and Visual Aids: papers and minutes of meetings 1982.

1982

HO 353/85 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 1983



Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: Working Group on 
Training and Visual Aids: papers and minutes of meetings 1983.

HO 353/86 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 18 January 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/87 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 17 March 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/88 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 5-6 May 1982,
minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/89 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 21-22 July 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/90 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 9 September 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/91 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 12-13 October
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/92 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 10 November 
1982, minutes and papers.

1982

HO 353/93 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 13 December 
1982, minutes and papers.

1983

HO 353/94 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 2 March 1983,
minutes and papers.

1983

HO 353/95 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 28 March 
1983, minutes and papers. With photographs.

1983

HO 353/96 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 19 April 
1983, minutes and papers.

1983



HO 353/97 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 16 June 1983,
minutes and papers.

1983

HO 353/98 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: Working Group on 
Training and Visual Aids: minutes, papers and report, 1983.

1983

HO 353/99 Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 2 August 
1983, minutes and papers.

1983

HO
353/100

Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 6 September 
1983, minutes and papers.

1983

HO
353/101

Home Office: Police, War Emergency Matters (WEM Symbol Series) Files. Police War 
Duties Committee: Standing Working Party of Staff Officers: meeting on 4 October 
1983, minutes and papers.

1983


